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My Impressions of the |6 h.p.
i\ §= Morris-Oxford

A well-known motoring
Peer passes judgment
on the present edition
of the oldest member of
the Morris range.

Lord Cardigan with the Morris-Oxford saloon.

LTHOUGH I claim to be as well acquainted
with Morris products as the next man, T had 2
not realised until recently, when a catalogue
inforﬁned me of the fact, that there is one model of
the Morris range which possesses an impressive length
of pedipres. This i the Morris.Oxford, which,gt it  and, while fhe
seems, was known—and, I doubt not, respected— :;3;,‘3::;‘:,“:2:
on our roads as long ago as 19r2. It thus has a i S
twenty-one years’ history behind it, dating from the to note,
pre-war period when a car was still, if not a curiosity,
at least a luxury outside the consideration of the
average person. . .

In a sense, this should not affect one’s judgment
of the Morris-Oxford of to-day; but it cansed me
to reflect upon the numerous Oxford models which
[ personally can remember, and to recall the lines
upon which these have gradually developed. In
some respects, the changes, even of the last ten
years, have been enormous; yet there are many
former characteristics which remain as clearly marked
as ever.

All controls come

A great many manufacturers, I find, are accustomed
nowadays to give of their best only to the front-seat
passengers. These favoured individuals, on sliding
seats, get all the leg-room they require ; but those
behind, although perhaps seated upon luxurious
cushions, find their knees cramped in a most un-

A Full Five-seater § pleasant manner, and often the crown of their hats

The Oxford, for instance, was always the model
for the discriminating buyer; and it is so to-day.
It is, in the first place, of comfortable size and power,
for the new 16 h.p. engine is more than equal to the
calls which are likely to be made upon it, while the
saloon coachwork provides really genuine accommo-
dation for five full-grown adults. T stress this latter
point, since, in the modern car, such ample space is
comparatively rarely found. e

pressed up against the roof. In extreme cases, the
result is something hardly more commodious than a
two-seater body with a roofed-in dickey seat.

In the Morris-Oxford back seit one may not
only sit, but sit at ease, with one’s hat on and one’s
legs disposed in any attitude desired. This practical
feature, incidentally, has not been achieved in any
way at the expense of the car’s good appearance.
This year's Oxford is, in my opinion, the best-looking
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model which has ever borne this name—and it is at
least the equal of a great many cars which lay claim
to “streamlined” and to “sporting” lines. If it has
not the air of a racer, it remains a handsome car
of very good proportions.

Morris-Oxford performance has always been ade-
quate, often outstanding. This year, however, it
deserves higher praise, being very well above

engage. Nowadays there is much talk of the various
“fool-proof” gearboxes which have recently become
available, The Morris system is not literally fool-
proof ; but this much may at least be said of it: it
would need a fool of no mean ability consistently to
make “crash” changes on such unobtrusive gears.
In the braking system a notable improvement is
to be observed.  Trom being just ' good,” the
brakes of the Morris-Oxford have beeome patterns
of efficiency. This is due to the adoption of the

the average. The 1933 engine is exception-
ally lively, besides being very quict, and,
like all Morris power units, singularly free
from any trace of objectionable vibration.
The result is that the ear is able both to
get swiftly “off the mark,”’ and also to
cruise at relatively high speeds without
giving any suggestion of flurry or “ fuss.”
Comfort Comes First

The makers evidently have felt—and
rightly—that sheer maximum speed is of
secondary importance. Thus the highest
figures which I recorded in a recent test run
—60 m.p.h. in top and about 40 m.p.h. in

The attractive lines of the body are here seen to
advantage.
admirable Lockheed hydraulic principle,
known for some years, but only recently
appreciated at its
full value. To my
mind, there is no
better brake than

(continted on
page 401)

The comfort of the Oxford Six saloon is well exemplified
in this photograph; the ample leg room, deep well-
upholstered seats and arm rest will be apparent.

third gear—are nothing out of the ordinary. I wasable,
on the other hand, to cruise very comfortably indeed
in the neighbourhood of 50 m.p.h. This is faster
than most people wish to go as a general rule ; but
the car gave the impression that it was willing to
keep up such a pace all day and every day.

With the flexibility given by the new six-cylinder
engine, it is not often that the lower gears are needed ;
but the useful speed attainable in third gear is an
asset, and should be appreciated as an aid in hilly
country. It is worth noting, also, that Morris gears
are, and always have been, exceptionally easy to

Cc

A neat, casily-operated folding luggage carrier ls standard
on the Morris-Oxford.
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the hydraulic, either for power, smoothness or con-
sistent working. There is no reason to doubt such
a brake’s reliability ; although I observe that, just
to make certain, the Morris hand brake has a separate
mechanical action.

The charm of hydraunlic operation is, of course,
that a natural law is used to ensure that which the
driver desires to obtain. It is watural for the four
brake-shoes to grip their drums simultaneously, and
it is mnatwral for them to transmit power in direct
ratio to the pressure on the pedal. Whatever may
be the case in theory, it is a sad fact that, in practice,
these things do not come naturally to brakes operated
by other means.

There is no fanlt to be found with the springing,
and the steering is pleasant, although not in any
way exceptional. The ratio of the steering gear is
lower than in former models, and this no doubt
makes for lightness, although an incidental result
is that an extra turn of the wheel has to be given
when taking a right-angle turn in order to obtain
the maximum angle from the steering lock.

Other Good Qualities

Road-holding appears to be good, and the car
gives the sensation of “sitting down” mnicely on
corners. This, I am disposed to think, is almost
entirely a matter of good “balance”—that is, of
correct proportion between wheelbase, height, etc.,
and of correct weight distribution. It is a fact
proved conclusively in road racing that mere lowness

criminating Egyptlans, who are dolng a
bears a Bgilla%’. ¢

%ren( deal to Improve thelr roads throughout the country.
number-plate, Implylng that It belongs to some fortunate visitor on hollday. Quite 8 number of Morris owners
now visit the Northern Coast of Africa, where roads are much befter than many would expect.

of build is not, despite the popular view, any real
criterion of good road-holding qualities,

Since the Oxford has always been built to include
all reasonable luxuries, it is not surprsing to find
its equipment very thorough, with numerons accesso-
ries included. Triplex glass is one of the most
important of such items ; and it is worth remembering
that, although some sort of splinter-proof glass is
now not uncommon, the Morris Company was among
the first to supply a reliable glass of this type as a
standard fitting. It is difficult now to imagine a
more essential “extra’ in the construction of a

modern car, |
A Useful Refinement

Among minor fittings I particularly like the calor-
meter or thermometer set into the radiator cap. It
is really surprising that more cars are not similarly
equipped, for this instrument serves two excellent
purposes. It shows when the engine is running too
hot, and thus warns the driver that something is
amiss. At other times it gives notice that the engine
is not warm enough, e.g. just after starting in the
morning, and is an indication that excessive " revs."
are to be avoided.

To sum up, the 1933 Morris-Oxford maintains in
all respects its reputation as a car which, at a
moderate price, gives its owner everything which a
reasonable man could ask for, In performance,
indeed, it goes further, and should provide an agrec-
able surprise for those who test it for the first time
on the open road. Assuredly, the Morris Company
has never offered better value for £265.

CARDIGAN.

IN THE CITY OF THE SUN.—A Morrls-Oxford at Hellopolls before an Interesting study In local architecture, a private
residence which certalnly may clalm some originality In (ts conception, Incldentally, more and more Morrls cars are
finding thelr way to Egypt, where thelr economical running costs and outstanding rellability are appreciated by the dis-

This car, it will be observed,



