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BOLD BRITISH BID FOR
WORLD-WIDE EXPANSION

The new 15.9 bh.p, Morris-Oxford Five-Senter.

Introducing the 15.9 h.p. Morris-Oxford
A Car with Many Virtues

NDOUBTEDLY one of the sensations of

Olympia was the unexpected appearance on

the Morris Stand of an entirely new model,
the 15.9 h.p. Morris-Oxford, shown in chassis form.
Morris Motors (1920) Limited have concentrated for
so long upon a two-model programme (the 11.9 h.p.
Morris-Cowley and the 14/28 h.p. Morris-Oxford) that
the addition of an entirely new model to their rangc
caused a very great deal of public interest and
comment, particularly as the innovation has very
considerable bearing on the development of British
automobile interests Overseas.

British Manufacturers Justified

There have, in the past, been certain complaints
against British manufacturers for their so-called lack
of attention to Overseas markets. While the standard
11.9 h.p. Morris-Cowley and 14/28 h.p. Morris-
Oxford models have won, in no uncertain measure,
success in normal use the world over—a success that
can be judged from the fact that very large numbers
of Morris cars are daily being exported Overseas—it
has now been decided to produce this new model,
which, while especially suited to cope with Overseas

conditions, makes, at the same time, an equal appeal
to those motorists at home who require a car largerl
more powerful and capable of accommodating stil,
more roomy coachwork than that which is normally
mounted on the 14/28 h.p. Moris-Oxford chassis,

The Chassis Specification

In brief, the outstanding features of the 15.9 h.p.
model are exceptional ground clearance: a four-
speed gearbox ; fotally enclosed transmission; a
four-cylinder engine that is extremely flexible, pulls
sturdily at low speeds and yet is economical as to
its fuel consumption, and, of course, the provision of
four-wheel brakes. With a bore and stroke of 80 by
125 mm. (tax £16 per annum) the four-cylinder
engine follows the accepted Morris practice inas-
much as the cylinder block and top half of the
crankcase are cast integral. Side valves are used,
A detachable head is fitted and the sturdy crank-
shaft is carried in three bearings. A water impeller
is mounted in the cylinder head, driven off a spindle
common with that which is used for the large four-
bladed fan, which latter, working close up behind
the large flat-fronted radiator, ensures ample cooling
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under the most extreme conditions, The arrange-
ment of the engine components is slightly different
from that which is used on the other Morris units,
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the magneto and dynamo being mounted in tandem
on the near-side of the engine, while the 12-volt
l.ucas starter-motor operates through a hendix drive
on ta teeth eut in the flywheel. An engine-driven
tyre pump is fitted, mounted on the forward face of
{he timing case, and this undoubtedly will be found
of considerable convenience.

This sectional view of the wew 15.9 h.p. engine shows s well-tested and sound
design. The cogine-driven tyre pump is shown mounted in front of the timing
case, the water iwmpeller belng incorporated divectly behind the fan,

From the engine the drive is taken through a
single-plate dry clutch to a four-speed centrally
controlled gearbox, the prominent feature being the
shortness and stiffness of the shafts, all of which are
mounted on ball bearings. The whole of the trans-
mission at the rear of the gearbox is totally enclosed,
the propeller shaft being shrouded by a torque tube
which terminates at its forward end in a sliding ball
joint, Overhead wormy drive is used for the back
axle, the worm being ground and polished to ensure
maximum efficiency.

High Clearance

Particular interest attaches itself {o
the arrangement of the brake-operating
gear on this car, inasmuch as all the
rods and levers are mounted above the
axles instead of on a level with or below
them, as is more commonly the case
The result of this ingenious design is
that although the car, as may be judged
from the photograph, has quite a nor-
mally low appearance, it possesses a
most extraordinary degree of clearance.
The lowest point is the worm casing
on the back axle, which has a clearance
of 10} in., and the next lowest point,
in the centre of the chassis, has a clear-
ance of 11 in. This means that the car
can run over a brick placed on end with
room to spare. Undoubtedly this high clearance,
in conjunction with a 4 ft. 8 in. track, renders the
car particularly well suited to cope with the roughest
roads met the world over. A very large amount of
spring deflection has been allowed so that there is
no fear of the car bumping on its axles on really bad
roads.
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clearly indicated. Desp ohannel-section side members sweep upwarls and cutwards“over the rear
rted by long underslung semi-elliptic eprings ftied with shock ebsorbers. The overbead worm drive to the baok axle aflords the marimom

of clearanoce.
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In brief, the 15.9 h.p. Morris-Oxford can be de
scribed as a car which, while being particularly
robust and sturdy, with an ample margin or wear in
its every part, still retains those characteristics of
neatness and dainty looks that are the prerogatives
only of the best British cars.

Coachwork and Equipment

The detail work of the coachwork deserves atten-
tion, inasmuch as no pains have been spared to fit
the car for high-grade service. The throttle and
ignition controls, for instance, are on top of the
steering column in the centre of the steering wheel,
the accelerator is mounted on the right-hand side,
clutch and brake pedals are adjustable for reach,
and the steering column is adjustable for rake.
The facia board is of a similar
type to that used on the 14/28
h.p. Morris-Oxford, with non-
glare illumination for the instru-
ments. The same pressed-steel
construction for the dash is used,
an improving difference, however,
being that the large petrol tank is
at the rear, the feed to the carbu-
retter being by Autovac. The
spare-wheel monnting is also at

The drive is taken through a siugle-
plate dry clutch (here illustrated) to the
four-speed centrally controlled pearbox.

This near-side view of the engine shows the ribbed exbaust manifold, tandem drive to magneto and dynamo, and

the mnumal acceasibility of the valve tappets.
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the rear of the car, a substantial hinged luggage grid
also being fitted.

Theequipment
is unusually com-
plete, including
windscreenwiper,
driving mirror,
oilgun  chassis
lubrication and
dipping  head-
lamps. The five-
seater tourer car
has a four-door
body, and adjust-
able front seats
which, moreover,
are  removable
very easily should

The throttle and ignition controls are

mounted neatly and accessibly on top of

the steering column Iui:l the centre of the
Wi .

it so be desired. The hood is of
the storm-proof type and the
side-curtains open with the doors,

Oﬁ Test

[t bas been, with others, our
privilege to drive experimental
models of this car considerable
distances during the past six
months, during which period we
can also vouch for the amount of
care Lhat has been expended on
its construction and detail re-
finement. The hill roads of Wales
have been used considerably as
a testing ground, the car, cn
one oaccasion, having
accomplished 418 miles
in a day, which, one
rather believes, must
very closely approxi-
mate a record for a
touring car. The notori-
ous Bwlch-y-Groes test
hill, with its steep one-
and-a-half  miles of
gradient terminating in
a maximum of 1 in
5 was climbed on
second speed, with abso-
lutely no signs of boiling
although - there was a
following wind and the
day' was hot. The
petrol consumption
averages 24 miles to
the gallon on Welsh
roads when covering 25
miles in an hour’s
running.
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The mounting of the brake-operating gear above the axle has resulted in & ground clearance
of Iully 10} inches—ample for any conditions to be met with overseas.

The cruising gait of the car is
high. That is to say, it seems to
settle down to its own speed on
a bare throttle opening with the
speedometer pointing to between
35 and 40 m.ph. The maxi-
mum speed is close on the mile
a minute mark, and the car has
covered 381 miles in an hour on
the road—really good going.

Taken all in all, thercfore,
there is no doubt that this new
model produced by the famous
Morris organisation will go far to
further the prestige of British
cars both at home and abroad,
but particularly abroad.

It is anticipated that deliveries
of this model will commence by
or before 1st January, 1927, the
production at the time of writing
being well sel on its progressive
course.  The response to the
introduction of the car has already
shown itself to be very encourag-
ing, and there seems little doubt
that it will form a fitting addition
to a famous family.

The chassis price of the 15.9
h.p. Morris-Oxford, complete with
dipping headlamps, etc., is £245.
The open five-seater tourer is
listed at £325. It is in this guise
that the car will at first be
available.



