0th December, 1912, o

¥he Motor

TOP GEAR RUNNING EXTRAORDINARY.

A Remarkable Demonstration with a Morris-Oxford Light Car.
Circling by Itself at 3 m.p.h. on Top Geayr.

F a motor was scen slowly but surely circling
round on Brooklands track by itseli without
either driver or passenger one would immedi-

ately jump to the ccoclusion that it was bewitched,
or elee that one’s brains had become uncontrollable.
Imagine, still further, that on a cleser examination
of the machine it was found to be running on top
gear, the ratio of which was 4.8 to 1. Anyone would
then naturally come to the conclusion that the age of
miracles had returned.

Nevertheless it has been done, and can be done
any day, with a standard Morris-Oxford light car.

It was on Wednesday last that we accompanied
Mr. L. P, Kent, of Messrs. Stewart and Arden, Lid.,
of 18, Woadstock Street, Bond Street, London, W,
(the London agents for the Morris-Oxford), to Brook-
lands on & de luxe model Morris-Oxford. Immedi
ately on reaching the paddock we halted while the
driver balanced a pencil on the radiator cap.
Although the gusts of wind were only shielded by the
windscreen the pencil remained vertical throughout
the experiment.

The *‘ straight” was next visited. The driver en-
gaﬁed the top gear, dismounted from the machine
and walked leisurely by the side, occasionally correct-
ing the car’s course. The speed cannot have been
greater than 3 m.p.h., and there was not a sign of
the e¢ngive misfiring or any raftle in the universal
joint, Mr. Kent then locked the front wheels over,
and the little car immediately went round in cireles,

quite happily, by itself. It was a most uncanay
spectacle to watch the Morris-Oxford mapping out
for itself a cireular course. A highly-trained
quadruped could not have done it better. For fully
10 minutes it careered round at about 3 m.p.h., and
all the time the top gear was being used. No cluteh
slip was, of course, taking place, and the car was
an ahsolutely sta,nci&rd machine without any addi-
tions; there was no extra air inlet or special
carburetter. The valves, in fact every part of the
machine was quite standard. The carburetter was,
of course, carefully adjusted so that the correct
amount of petrol and air was taken into the engipe.
However, any owner of a Morris-Oxford can do
likewise if he adjusts the carburetter in the correct
manner. .

After this performance the driver headed the ma-
chine once wore down the ‘‘siraight,” put in the top
gear, dismounted, and while the machine moved on-
wards by itself lit the five lamps, two of which were
acetylene headlights. Further {o demonstrate the
remarkable low-speed pulling powers of the engine
the driver draﬁped a Eandkemhief averboard whils
on top gear. He then got out, walked back for and
picked up the handkerchief, and finally overtook the
machine, which was still travelling forward on top
gear. Having seated himself onee more in the driv-
ing seat he immediately acocelerated the machine in a
remarkable manner.

In order to make certain that there was no decep-
tion about the performance we took
over the steering and <contral of the

machine ourselves, and with ease
we performed the same feats,

Being more than satisfied with
the pulling powers at slow speeds
of the engine, which, by the way, is
a White and Poppe, we thought an
attack on the test hill and some
speed work would show whether it
was equally eficient at high speeds.
Three times in suotession the test
hill was easily elimbed from a
standing start with two peopls on
board. After this test we finally
sped sound the track and attained
a speed of 45 m.p.h. At no time
was any attention given to the ma-
chine, the carburetter setting being
exactly the same hoth for slow and

fast running tests.

It was & very coanvincing demon-
stration, Here was an engine, the
bore and stroke of which are 60 mm.
and 100 mm. respectively, capable
of propelling a car at 3 mp.h. on a
top gear of 46 to 1, and alse, with-
out any alteration, it would turn
aover so that a speed of 43 m.p.h.
could bhe attained. This latter
speed, 1t must be remembered, was
done on a machine with hood and

screen, ete., while a very high wind

was alsa biawing.

On the way down to Weybridge

REMARKABLE TOP GEAR TESTS,

(2) Car making circles
(4} Walking beside

the travelling car; note lamps alight.

(1) Walking beside car on top gear.
withou!l a driver. (3! On the test hill.

we were alforded a splendid oppor-
tunity of noting what a dogile and
easilyv-handled machine the Meorris-
Oxford Jight ear is in traflic. Even
after an enforced stop it would
accelerate well on " top.”
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