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D TESTS

No. 954 (gl
10 AND 12 h.p.

(SERIES II)
MORRIS SALOONS

Tests in a variety of
Conditions of Both the
Latest Greatly Improved
Morris Cars

The Morris Twelve—Four proved an easy winner! Besides showing the new model, the point of this picture is
that at long last the extremely rough road over Box Hill, Surrey, is being repaired.

REAT interest has been aroused by the recent intro-

duction of the new Morris Series II cars, available with

either a 20 or a 12 h.p. engine, and superseding the
previous models of these sizes. In some respects the value
offered is almost sensational, and they are cars that strike
one as setting a standard.

Almost exactly in the way the Morris Eight was re-
designed and greatly altered in appearance last year, these
Series I cars now show departure from their predecessors,
not only as regards the obvious and pleasing change in
shape, but also as regards their whole behaviour on the
road. They have been described fully in 7he Autocar
already.

Now it has been possible to carry out full Road Tests
of both models, and, as the two cars of the new Series, 10
and 12 h.p, are identical in all but engine size, an account
of their showing under test can be given in a combined
form. Thus, two tables of performance and specification
particulars are in-
cluded in this report. " DATA FOR THE DRIVER
In each case it is the
sliding-head  saloon
which has been tried.
For  ether horse-
power this costs £10 “
more than the fixed
head saloon, and em-
bodies other addi-
tional equipment.

First, or at all

events early, impres- ACCELE&QE&'}:’,
sions of new and in- " Overall m.p.h. of

teresting cars such as gear 10to30 20to40 30to50
these Morris are often ;ast;gst 1 17 = —

of great value to any- 7.98 tg1 10 ;escec 12% :2'. o)
one who is experi- 1765t01 — _ _
enced in judging cars. From rest to 50 m.p.h. through gears,
The wheel having 36 sec.

been taken for the 25 yards of 1 in 5 gradient from rest,
first time, with the 87 secs.

driver naturally alert
even more than
usually to the recep-

good an opinion having been formed are that the general
style is good, the finish and detail work bear close inspec-
tion, and the four-cylinder engines are smooth running,
willingly responsive to the throttle, and quiet both mechani-
cally and in the exhaust.

The next thing which is striking is that a pleasantly
maintainable speed is around 50 m.p.h. if as much is
wanted, whilst at 40 or so, a more generally used speed,
of course, the running is delightfully smooth. Then the
engine is exhibited at its best, and the characteristics of
the engine power output of the Twelve in particular are
such that it is most useful in accelerating on top gear over
the range between approximately 20 and 40 m.p.h.

As compared with the previous models, top gear is a
higher ration, which has much to do with this ease of
running at the higher speeds, for in consequence the engine
itself is turning over less rapidly at any given road speed,
and this result has been achieved without detracting too

much from the lower

MORRIS TEN-FOUR (SERIES I1) SLIDING-HEAD SALOON
PRICE, with six-light sliding-head saloon body, £182 10s. Tax £7 10s.
RATING : 10 h.p., four cylinders, s.v., 63.5 X 102 mm., 1292 c.c.
WEIGHT, without passengers, 20 cwt. 3 qr. 20lb. [| felt for dropping down
TYRE SIZE : 4.75 X 18in. on bolt-on wire wheels.

LIGHTING SET : 12-volt, 9 amps, at 30 m.p.h. ; three-rate charging.
TANK CAPACITY : 7 gallons ; fuel consumption, 31 m.p.g.
TURNING CIRCLE : (L.) 37ft., (R.)42ft. GROUND CLEARANCE: 4%in. fact,

Performance figures of acceleration and maximum speed are the means of
several runs in opposite directions.
(Described in “The Autocar” of May 17th, 1935)

] end of the speed
scale. It is only ap-
preciably below 15
mp.h on top gear
that any real need is

to second gear.

These engines are
remarkably good, in
especially as
four-cylinders, for
their ability to pull
smoothly and regu-
larly on top gear
down to a speed as
low as, roughly, a

SPEED
m.p.h. "

Mean maximum timed speed
over %+ mile... .. 59.21
Best timed speed over % mile.. 64.29

Speeds attainable on indirect

gears — brisk walkmg pace

1st .. 1517 or against a

2nd e . 3442 gradient. Only in

Speed from rest up 1 in § Test picking up from a
ill .95 .

Hill{on:{stgean) L normally avoided

crawling pace on top
gear is there any trace
of engine movement

tion of impressions, it
was necessary for him to remind himself of the price,
so highly did the car appeal. That comment is made in
reference particularly to the Twelve, which was first tried.
Equally, however, is a similar remark concerning the Ten
justified, but the Twelve having been tried first one was
~aturally more prepared to find great improvement.

As far as they may be summarised, the reasons for so

allowed by  the
flexible, or “equipoise,” mounting, as it is called. As
regards the actual tests of performance, the Twelve has
achieved higher speeds and more lively acceleration in
the middle and higher ranges than any previous Morris
model of similar horse-power, showing ample reserve in
relation to the usual speeds. The Twelve, when timed
to be travelling at 64.75 m.p.h. in the favourable direction




of wind, showed a
speedometer reading
of not more than 67 ;
and at 30 the instru-
ment was as little as
0.25 m.p.h. fast, thus
justifying the up-to-
the-minute provision
of a red reminder
mark at the “30”
reading.
Corresponding in-
formation for the
Ten is that when it
was being timed to
do 6429 m.p.h. as
the best speed over a
quarter — mile the
highest speedometer
reading was 68,
whilst as 30 the
instrument on this
car was slightly less
than 1 mph
fast. The Ten was

tried at Brooklands on a day of very strong wind, and
although this helped to give a best speed in the favourable
direction almost identical with that of the Twelve on
more calm day, undoubtedly the acceleration

another,

figures were adversely affected.
The sheer performance aspect of these cars is not neces-

sarily of immediate concern to every

DATA FOR THE DRIVER

MORRIS TWELVE-FOUR (SERIES 1) SLIDING-HEAD SALOON
PRICE, with six-light sliding-head saloon body, £187 10s. Tax £9.
RATING : 12 h.p., four cylinders, s.v., 69.5 X 102 mm., 1550 c.c.
WEIGHT, without passengers, 21 cwt. Ogr. 3ib.

TYRE SIZE : 4.75 X 18in. on bolt-on wire wheels.

LIGHTING SET : 12-volt, 10 amps, at 30 m.p.h. ; three-rate charging.
TANK CAPACITY : 7 gallons ; fuel consumption, 28 m.p.g.
TURNING CIRCLE: (L.) 37t., (R.) 42ft. GROUND CLEARANCE: 4%in.

ACCELERATION SPEED
From steady m.p.h.
QOverall m.p.h. of Mean maximum timed speed
gear 10t0 30 20to40 30 to 50 over s mile... 62.94
ratios Best timed speed over ¥a mile.. 64.75

4875to1 16 sec. 15% sec. 23% sec.

798to1 9% sec. 12sec. —_ Speeds attainable on indirect
17.65to1 — —_— — gears —
From rest to 50 m.p.h. through gears, 1st . 1418
31% sec. 2nd § .. 35.41
25 yards of 1 in § gradient from rest, Speed from rest up 1 in 5 Test
5% secs. Hill (on 1st gear) ... . 1413

Performance figures of acceleration and maximum speed are the means of
several runs in opposite directions.
(Described in “The Autocar” of May 17th, 1935}

comfort.

Mbcturg

Hydraulically oper-
ated brakes are used
and give smooth and
well-graduated power
with the ability to
stop the car really
decisively if necessary.
The hand lever is of
pulllup  type  and
placed between the
separate front seats.
The steering achieves
a nice balance be-
tween® lightness and
firmness for accurate
control, without lost
motion, does nor give
back road shock, and
has  distinct  caster
action. The wheel
itself is spring-sprung,

a shade small 1n
diameter with a
rubber-covered rim

and  spokes. The

suspension is fairly firm, but provides a good degree of
Not much side sway is noticeable in normal
and quite fast driving, and they are cars that feel safe.

The Ten was given a comprehensive test, with five
people and luggage on board, when it was taken down to
the West Country Not only was the journey to and fro
accomplished easily

and well, but

prospective buyer, but it is worth
knowing that a better kind of per-
formance than ever before achieved
in a low-priced Morris is given
readily and without fuss. Both cars
carried two occupants during the tests
of performance.

The Ten is a little less useful that
the Twelve as regards the general
manner of running, and was found to
be even better at pulling quite slowly
on top gear on the level. As much as
50 m.p.h. is a happy speed with this
model also, and in similar fashion it
is a smooth and pleasing engine.

A feature of these new models, as
with the Morris Eight, is the fitting of
a three-speed in place of a four-
speed gear box. The second gear, as
a matter of interest, is of the same
ratio as the old third, but with more
power from the latest engines, and
lower weight, is more useful. It is a
satisfactorily quiet intermediate ratio.

A synchronising mechanism assists
the changes between top and second.
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both Porlock and Lynton hills, as well
as other severe but lesser-known
gradients, were climbed confidently
with this full load.

The four-door saloon body, though
compact, is surprisingly roomy. The
sliding-head saloon has leather up-
holstery and safety glass all round, and
almost every imaginable item of
modern equipment is included.

A single-blade electric screenwiper
is fitted. Ventilation in bad weather
is provided for by a gap left at the
front edge of the forward windows
according to the winder position, in
addition to which there is a horizontal
louvre above the front windows. The
driving position is comfortable, with
a nicely shaped seat which proves good
on a long journey. The off-side wing is
visible by leaning forward. If the
bracket carrying the driving mirror
were an inch or so longer the view
behind would be more complete. A
useful adjustable sun visor is fitted.

Perhaps most impressive of all

For rapid downward changes, should these be required,
assisting the process by speeding up the engine in the
ordinary double-declutching manner is effective on the down-
but for general use it is a simple synchro-
mesh movement, and the upward changes can be made
quickly or slowly, as desired. The lever is well placed.

ward change ;
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four-wheel jacks.

up the back-seat squab.

among the equipment is the provision of Jackall hydraulic
The sloping tail of the body forms a
capacious internal luggage compartment, reached by lifting
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