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O-DAY a 14 h.p. engine can go with a variety of
contrasting features. It can be found in either a com-
paratively small car possessing an impressive all-

round performance of sporting character or in a vehicle
where size of bodywork has been concentrated upon and
performance not regarded as all-important.

The Morris Fourteen-Six may be said to represent a
combination of the extremes, forming a car that is likely
to be satisfactory to a large section of owners. It has
about as big a body as can be obtained on a 14 h.p.
chassis, and scores particularly on this basis if considered
in relation to its price. Thus, it is essentially a family
style, the body being spacious in all dimensions.

Also, it is steady-riding and safe-feeling, and geared
suitably for hard work in any district. An overhead-
valve six-cylinder engine approaching 2-litre size gives
useful power. Although in the nature of things the general
performance is not of a vivid order, it runs well at rather
above average speeds.

Exceptional Slow Running

Smooth slow running and strong pulling powers are a
marked characteristic. Even carburation, a well-balanced
engine, and a carefully laid out flexible mounting allow
this car to run exceptionally slowly on top gear without
snatch, down to so low a speed as to enable a passenger
to walk comfortably alongside by way of demonstration.

A car that can do this is also likely to show up well
as regards top-gear climbing. Provided that there is no
special hurry it is surprising how stoutly this Morris will
hold on to top. In tewn driving right-angle corners can
be taken regularly without changing down, the engine
accelerating steadily and smoothly.

These remarks concerning top-gear pulling do not imply
that improvement in the performance cannot often be
made by using the gears. Third and second give useful
maxima without causing fuss.

As to hill-climbing, starting at 40 m.p.h. on top gear
as usual, the main part of the 1 in 64 hill frequently
included in these tests was taken on third, but second gear
was needed towards the end. Second is, therefore, likely
to be able to deal with all but the worst sort of gradient,
and there is a considerable reserve on the sensibly low first
gear, as indicated by the easy restarting afforded on a 1 in 4
section,

Synchromesh it fitted on top and third only.
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It works
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quite effectively provided that the changes
are not hurried unduly ; second and first gears
call for double-declutching treatment at any
appreciable road speed. Second and first are
fairly noticeably audible, and third is not silent.

Up to 55-60 m.p.h. this Morris is decidedly
pleasing, the engine remaining smooth and
reasonably quiet. As shown by the timed
figures in the accompanying table, a stop-
watch speed of 72 m.p.h. was maintained over
a quarter-mile. This is obviously outside
normal requirements, and in the last 1o m.p.h.
or some vibration and increased noise became
apparent.

In the favourable direction on Brooklands
track, with a following wind, the highest
= . speedometer reading reached was just above 78.
The instrument was satisfactorily restrained at lower
speeds, being almost exactly 3 m.p.h. fast at 6o, 2.2 at 50,
and 1.6 at 40 and 30.

Quite striking stability contributes to good averaging
capabilities on a journey. The wheel track is 4ft. 8in, and
the breadth thus secured does undoubtedly help to keep
the car ““square’’ down on the road, allowing it to be
cornered decidedly fast for this kind of car. The sus--
pension is of a firm type. On roads that have not the best
surface a fair amount of movement is noticed by the occu-
pants, though it is seldom that really appreciable reaction
is felt and the back-seat riding is quite comfortable by
ordinary standards. Over some definitely bad unmade
tracks the relative degree of comfort afforded by the spring-
ing is rather surprising.

The steering gives confidence, being high-geared and
firm, and allowing the car to be ** placed '’ accurately, also
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DATA FOR THE DRIVER

14 H.P, MORRIS SERIES IIT SALOON.

with four-door saloon body (with sliding head), £248 10s.
14.07 h.p., six cylinders, o.luv,, 61.5 > 102 mm,, 1,818 c.c.
, without passengers, 26 ewt., 8 gr. 26 Ib. LB. PER C.C.:
TYRE SIZE : 5.75 » 16in. on bolt-on perforated pressed-steel wheels,
LIGHTING SET: 12-volt. Automatic voltage control,

TANK CAPACITY : 8} gallons;

approx. normal fuel consumption, 20-24

TURNING CIRCLE : (L.) 37ft. 2in.; (R.) 830ft. GROUND CLEARANCE :
ACCELERATION SPEED
Overall
gear From steady m.p.h. of
ratios. 10 to 30 20-t0 40 30 to 50 Mean maximum timed speed
5.83 to 1 13.6 sec. 14.3 sec. 16.9 sce, over } mile =
2to1 9.1 sec. 9.5 sec. -— Best timed speed over } mile ...
12, 9‘“ 1 6.9 sec. - Speeds attainable on indirect
2133 to 1 =l - - gears (normal and maxi-
Erom rest to 30 m.p.h. through mum) :—
gears 7.9 sec. 1st
To 50 m.p.h. through gears 20.4 sc 2nd
To 60 m.p.h, through gears 82.4 sec. Srd 2
25 yards of 1 in 5 gradient Speed from rest up 1 in 5 Test
from rest s .- 5.4 sec. Hill (on 1st and 2nd gears) ...

BRAKFE TEST:
WEATHER :

Performance figures for acceleration and maximum speed are the means of
runs in opposite directions, with two up.

Mean stopping distance from 30 m.p.h. (dry concrete),

Dry, cold, dull; wind strong, N.\W. Barometer :

T-4-39

Tax, £10 10s.

1.66.

80.05in,

several

m.p.g.
5{in.

m.p.h.

6077
72.00

14—17
24—30
40—-49

17.28

3150t

2 4 R
Gear Posifrons

possessing useful caster action. Only 2} turns of the wheel
are necessary from lock to lock. There is a certain heavi-
ness when turning sharply or manceuvring at low speed,
but as a whole it is sound and satisfactory steering.

A similar comment from the safety aspect can be made
upon the hydraulically operated brakes. The real power
for quick stopping in an emergency that they display
when the test comes to be made is not appreciated at
first. ~ Fairly heavy pedal pressure is required for maxi-
mum results, though in ordinary driving a reasonably light
application serves. The hand-brake lever is mounted un-
usually conveniently between the separate front seats.

A big-diameter spring-spoked steering wheel is provided,
but has no telescopic adjustment.. With the aid of such
an adjustment an average-height driver could place him-
self closer to the pedals in accordance with his usual
custom, and not have elbow movement restricted by an
unduly close wheel ; if the seat is moved forward on its
adjustment there is some tendency for the front edge of
the cushion to touch the legs awkwardly.

The seats are comfortably upholstered and give very
fair support, whilst at the back there is a folding central
arm-rest ; considerable flat floor space is provided. The
doors open and shut noticeably well, the handles moving

oW’

easily and being well sited. Louvres are fitted over the
front door windows for ventilation purposes in bad weather,
in which direction they are certainly useful, though the
opening for the driver to put his head out is restricted.

All the instruments are combined in one square-shaped
dial ; the gauges are clear to read at night as well as in the
daytime, and a particularly good finish is given to the in-
strument board and door cappings, and so forth, in the
shape of polished woodwork. Two lockers with lids are
provided. The sliding roof is of good area.

There are sun-glare visors and a quick-action control
for the rear window blind. The mirror gives a satis-
factory view behind, and the head-lamp beam is sound
for fast night driving ; the horn could well be more power-
ful. Reached through a wide external lid carrying the
spare wheel, the luggage locker is of useful capacity.

A valuable item as an optional extra at /5 is hydrau-
lically operated Jackall four wheel jacks. The engine is
neatly arranged, and has the main auxiliaries accessibly
placed, including oil filler and dipstick, sparking plugs and
the electrical fuses. Separate mixture-enriching and
throttle-setting controls are provided. An instant start is
obtained, and the engine works quickly from cold without
requiring protracted use of the mixture control.

Exceptional depth and width of windscreen are evident, and, in spite of the fairly high bottom rail of the screen, near-side vision
is reasonably good for this size of car ; the pillars are not thick. Part of the off-side wing only is seen by the driver.
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