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«“ THE AUTOCAR" ROAD TESTS—(continued)

Post-HWar

NG . 935 Series

MORRIS
TEN-SIX
SPORTS
TOURER

An Open Car With a Useful and Pleasing Performance, Which Runs Smoothly and is Comfortable

M

ANY people want a car, and an open car, which will
give the extra degree of performance over an entirely

normal vehicle that helps to increase the interest

of driving, at the same time retaining a simple, straight-

forward design which will contribute towards economy of
maintenance and ease of looking after the car.

Requirements of this kind are very well met by the

Morris Ten-Six sports tourer, a car
developed as regards the engine from
the standard Ten-Six model, but with
the addition of two carburetters for
greater efficiency and other modihca-
tions, and having a special frame
lowered to give stability suited to the
greater speed of a comparatively hght
sporting model.

A very favourable impression has
been created by this car. It 1s com-
fortable, well arranged in the matter
of driving position, and it looks nice
without being either too sedate or
ultra-sporting in line or in accommo-
dation. On the road it handles
accurately, has adequate power to
give a useful performance without
working too hard, and, as an im-
portant point, delivers that power in
a smooth, flexible way, without ex-
cessive exhaust note, which is most
satisfactory.

It justifies itself by providing an
above-average performance, which is
one of the objects of

satistactonly quiet,

and the remote-control lever, a short,

stiff, vertical control rising from a tunnel extending back
from the gear box, is conveniently placed to the left hand
and positive 1n 1ts action, without lost movement or exces-
sive travel between gear and gear.

It will be noticed that a full 50 m.p.h. is credited as a
limit to third gear, corresponding to 5,000 r.p.m. from
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the willing engine according to calibra-
tions marked for top and third gears
on the mner face of the speedometer
dial against the corresponding m.p.h.

readings. First is quite low, as an
emergency ratio.
Gear changes can be made

moderately quickly, and there is syn-
chromesh to -assist the changes
between top and third. Either fairly
deliberate movements can be made, a
shght pause being allowed for the syn-
chronising mechanism to do its work
—this applying to the upward changes
from second to third and from third
to top—or in changing down to third,
if a more rapid action is required,
speeding up the engine in the usunal
double-clutching method gives the
best results.

[t is a car which is extremely satis-
factory as regards both its low and
its higher speed behaviour. This small
six-cylinder engine is sweet-running,
smooth almost to 1ts limit of revs,

and thoroughly well

suited to a car
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*“ The Autocar' Road Tesis
the suspension has not been made at all harsh.  Normal and the front passenger is sufficient, too, and the back

hydraulic shock absorbers are retained, and as sct they
permitted a certain amount of up-and-down movement,
though probably in the interests of a satisfactory com-
promise between comfort and steadiness of nding just about
the right effect has been secured.

The steering is light but not spongy, it is accurate, as
regards sense of direction, and with but two fingers on
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the wheel the car can be held on a straight or gently curv-
Ing course in a very satisfactory fashion, with a minimum
of necessity for conscious steering. Nor s road shock
transmitted back through the wheel, which, incidentally,
1s of spring-spoked pattern with a thin nm. h
The hydrauhically operated brakes have excellent power,
much more, in fact, than was expected on first fil‘l‘..lll[..,

OVERALL f”/:f

SEAT ADJUSTMENT

the car, since, as adjusted on this particular example, they
took effect decisively only towards the end of the pedal
travel. It was found, however, that an uutﬁt;ludingiy goo:d
stopping test fiigure was obtainable from 30 m.p.h. As to
more general conditions, they give entire confidence as
regards both reducing th- speed fromn the higher figures
and giving an emergency stop from more moderate speeds,
as may somctimes be necessary in trafic.  The hand lever
15 conveniently placed, and holds the car decisively on a
gradient as steep as 1 an 4.

The windscreen can be lowered flat on the scuttle, and
tests of maximum speed at Brooklands were made, as is
customary with an open car on which the screen can be
lowered, with 1t both raised and folded down. On a dav
when there was not a particularly strong wind the difference
between runs with the screen up and the screen down
was not as great as 18 sometimes the r the screen
1s faurly shallow.

T'he higures given 1in the table for maximum speed apply
to runs with the screen folded down, whilst with it raised
a mean maximum timed speed over the quarter-mile of
62.83 m.p.h. was recorded, and a best timed speed of
64 29 m.p.h. During these runs the highest speedometer
reading was approximately 71, and on the fastest runs,
with the screen flat, it was 73. The instrument was
approximately 2.7 m.p.h fast at so, and only 0.75 m.p.h.
fast at a reading of 30.

As to details, the windscreen has a twin blade electric
wiper, there are instrument-board cubby holes, as well as
useful pockets in the two wide doors, and in addition
to the usual instruments an engine thermometer is pro-
vided on the instrument board, whilst a clock is neatly
incorporated in the speedometercum-rev counter dial.

The seats are {‘t‘!ll‘l;ﬂrrtillﬂl'. with pneumatic cushions;
there is adequate leg room, width as between the driver

case, fo

can be cleaned.

seat, whilst it may not be needed a great deal in this style
of car, is, in fact, roomy in point of width and leg space.
This compartment is likely to be chiefly valuable when only
two people are using the car as accommodation for luggage
and a tonneau cover is provided.

The hood folds down neatly, and the side-screen equip-
ment 1s sound, making a snug interior for bad weather,
besides which the various panels are casily put up or
lowered and can be stowed away in the locker behind the
back-seat squab more easily than is often the case with
open cars, because that compartment is of adequate size.

A stoneguard is provided for the radiator as well as
for the head-lamp glasses, those on the lamps being easily
lifted against the action of a spring clip so that the glass
Access to the back seats is by hinging the
both outside and inside door handles
There 1s an

front-seat back rests ;
are provided and are conveniently arranged.
arm-rest at either side of the back seat.
The engine i1s specially finished on this model, with

plated cover over the sparking plugs, which are carred
in the top of the cylinder head, and generally it appears
to be accessible, with a well-placed o1l filler, and the two
S.U. carburetters on the near side.  There 15 a bonnet
strap in addition to the usual clips, and if 1t 1s thought to
be worth providing this it would make routine inspection
of the oil level and so forth a slightly mare straightforward
operation 1if the strap were in two sections, held to the
bonnet hinge at the centre and with a buckle on both sides.

Well-arranged Electrical Auxiliaries

Tools are carmied under the bonnet in an open tray, the
starting handle being clipped to the forward face ot the
dashboard ; the electrnical fuses are accessibly placed, and
there 1s a battery master switch enabling the whole of
the electrical supply to be cut off.

It is a point to mention, in passing, that this actual
car on which the test figures have been recorded was
taken over a 6oo-mile run, including a journey from north
to south through Wales, earlier in the year, as a result
of which an article entitled *° Rehearsal ©' was published
in 1 he Aulocar of March 1st.

Whilst in its tests of actual performance it shows satis-
factory figures, in keeping with the intended character of
the machine, this Morris sports tourer also leaves a strong
impression of being a very satisfactory car for covering
long as well as short journeys at a good speed when
required and without fatigue to either driver or passenger,
due largely to the easy running of the engine and the
hight, responsive controls. It 15 a car of which the appeal
Is genuine, as a quict, smooth-running six-cvhnder that
does its work both efficiently and pleasantly.
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“ Mourdaineering '™ with the Morris Sporls off the beafen Irack
near While Downs Hill, in Surrey,
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