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EMARKABLE advance is shown in the new Series M
Morris Ten just introduced, and fully described else-
where in this issue. A departure from previous

designs has been made in this newcomer, the car being
of integral frame and body construction. Also, there is
a good deal of change as regards appearance, interior
finish, and equipment, while, certainly not least, an entirely
new type of overhead valve four-cylinder engine is em-
ployed. This is of slightly smaller cylinder capacity than
the unit it replaces.

One of the most important results of the redesigning is
that appreciable weight has been saved—as much as
3 cwt. almost exactlv—and the acceleration has conse-
quently been notably improved. Comparison of the usual
test figures given by this new Ten with those for the
older model shows this improvement beyond all question,
and it is a practical gain on the road.

Another point that forcibly strikes a stranger to the car
at very first acquaintance is the smoothness of the new
engine. It is outstandingly good in this respect virtually
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throughout its range, from a minimum speed
as low as 6 or 7 m.p.h. right up to the maxi-
mum, which exceeds 65 m.p.h. Also, almost
all trace of flexible-mounting ‘‘ flutter”’ has
been avoided.

At the speeds which most people use—
between, say, 25 and 45 m.p.h.—it is prac-
tically impossible to tell that the engine is a
four-cylinder, so smooth is it and so quiet.
What is not expected is that the speed can
be as high as 55 m.p.h. out on the open road
without the car feeling stressed. Indeed,
there is no actual suggestion of ill-treatment
if a full 6o is held for as long as a particular
stretch of road permits.

These higher speeds are probably not of
prime importance to the average buyer, and the maximum
is almost exactly the same as in the older model, but the
improved acceleration is of real general interest. This Ten
gathers speed in a very satisfactorv way for its engine size,
and does not feel in the least handicapped by a load of
three heavy people. It is still able to pick up readily, in
a progressive way, not seeming to be worked hard, when
so loaded

Again, the engine can be left to pull on a hill right down
to a crawl without becoming rough or suffering from pink-
ing; on the other hand, it responds well to use of the
indirect gears, third and second giving useful limits. Actual
need for gear changing is not great, but third in the four-
speed box is often valuable for rapid overtaking or keeping
up speed on a gradient. for instance, and is able to deal
satisfactorily with the steeper kind of main road hill which
is just too much for top.

Second gear can take the car up the 1 in 6 to 7 type of

hill which is rarely encountered in average country.
First gear is a proper emergency ratio, on which the

DATA FOR THE DRIVER

TYRE SIZE: 5.00 x 16in. on holt-on perforated pressed-steel wheels.

runs in opposite directions with two up.

(Latest model described in this issue of ** The Autocar.”)

MORRIS TEN SERIES M SALOON
PPRICE, with four-door six-light saloon body (with sliding head), £185. Tax
RATING: 10 h.p., four eylinders, o.h.v., 63.5 x 90 mm., 1,140 c.c.
WEIGHT, without passenzers 18 ewt. 3 qr. 8 Ib. LB. PER C.C.: 1.85.

LIGHTING SET: 12-volt. Automalic vollage control.
TANK CAPACITY : 7 gallons: approx. normal fuel consumption, 33-38 m.p.g.
TURNING CIRCLE (1) 37ft. 3in.: (R.) 30ft.  GROUND CLEARANCE: 6 in.
\CCELERATION SPEED.
Overall m.p.h.
gear From steady m.p.h. of Mean  maximum  timed speed |
ratios 10 to 30 20 1o 40 30 to 50 over | mile . 63.49 i
520101 127 sec 143 scc. 18.3sec. | Best timed speed over | mile 65.69 |
793 to ! 8.9 sce. 102 see 15.4 sec N . ioae |
11.85to1 6.9 sec . _ | Spceds attainable on indirect I
20.00 to 1 T _ _ | eears  (normal and  maxi-
i [ mum):—
From rest to 30 m.p.h. through | Ist 5
gears N 22 7.5 sce and §
To 50 m.p.h. through gears 23.9 scc. I rd N T
25 vards of 1 in 5 gradient from . Speed from rest up 1 in 3 Test
rest ... . 5.8 see. Hill (on 1st gear) . 15.80
BRAKE TEST: Mean stopping distance from 80 m.p.h. (dry concrete), 3ift.
WEATHER : Drv. warm: wind fiesh. S Baromeler : 30.05in.

Perfo-mance figures for acceleration and maximum speed are the means of several

£7 10s.
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car can be restarted easily with two up on a hill as steep
as 1 in 4. .

There is a distinct pleasure in driving this Morris Ten—
to a greater extent than is usually expected of a low-priced
10 h.p. family saloon. It is light on the controls, simple
as a whole to handle, and comfortable, having also a steady
and safe-feeling manner of getting along.

A softer suspension is used than formerly, and the riding
is decidedly good, with little suggestion of pitching and not
much tendency to side roll even when corners are taken
faster than is general practice. Back-seat passengers com-
ment favourably upon the quality of the springing.

The steering is fairly high geared, needing not more
than 2% turns of the wheel from lock to lock, and is light
and sufficiently definite. It has good self-return action
and does not give back any noticeable reactions from the
front wheels.

Ideally Placed Hand-brake

As on all Morris models, the brakes are Lockheed
hydraulic, and they possess an easily applied retarding
power, which gives confidence both from high specd and
as regards emergency stopping at town rates.  The hand-
brake lever is ideally placed between the separate front
seats, in a nearly horizontal” position when ** off.”

Synchromesh is provided on third and top gears, and
seems more certain than before from the point of view of
{airly quick changing. The synchromesh acts also on the
upward change from second to third, the drop down to
second and the changes between first and second remain-
ing ** plain "’ ; that is, double-declutching is best, or, at any
rate, a pause in neutral is needed. Also, the gears in this
latest box are quieter, reaching a quite good standard.
The clutch action is light; just occasionally, when starting
from rest, a slight judder and vibration of the gear lever
are set up, probably when the engine has Deen somewhat
over-revved for this purpose.

When the car was being timed for maximum speed the
highest speedometer reading shown was 7o, dropping back
to 68. At 50 the instrument was 2.9 m.p.h. fast, at 40 1.9,
and at 30 only 1.1 m.p.h. fast.
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A good interior finish is noticed; the whole style of the
car, in fact, is considerably better than before. There is
now the centre-locked type of sliding roof in this model
at £185; a fixed-head saloon is available at £175.

The instruments are mounted well up, so that the driver’s
vision is not much deflected when reading them. The
dials are clear and well lit at night by a translucent system,
which does not cause any glare.

Under the instrument board is an extremely useful shelf
running the full width of the car. The mirror shows an
excellent view behind, the rear window blind is easily
operated by the driver, and close to this control is the
roof lamp switch. The screenwipers are of the inde-
pendently controlled type, and the two blades sweep the
whole width of glass.

Above the door windows are glass louvres to afford
ventilation in bad weather. It is not altogether easy, as
a result, for the driver to put his head out of the window.
In the back compartment there is ample flat floor space,
and the upholstery provides good support. The front seats
are built up on tubular frames, and give a fairly upright

Orera.l Aepgs/
of car

N Posirror
Sear Agyusimzerns

Seating dimensions are measured with cushions and squabs wuncompressed.

position which is comfortable. There is now a convenient
exterior lid for the luggage compartment, which is of
decidedly useful capacity. The spare wheel is in a separate
locker below.

One does not take altogether kindly to the idea of using
a carriage-type key to unlock and lock the bonnet, though
certainly it gives a neat and rigid fixing. Under the bonnet
is the operating gear for the Jackall hydraulic four-wheel
system, which costs /5 extra. The engine is neat and
nicely finished. Only the top panels of the bonnet open,
and it is not the easiest matter to deal with the dipstick,
though the oil filler is conveniently reached. For more
extensive engine attention the side panels of the bonnet
can be removed after bolts have been undone.

There is a combined mixture-enriching and hand throttle
control. With use ot this the engine fires at once, and
from cold does not want much use of the strangler device
before it settles down to steady pulling.
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Vision to the near side and forward over the bonnet is good ; neither wing is in normal view.

The windscreen is usefully wide,

though not particularly deep ; the pillars are not thick. The steering wheel comes a shade high, but not awkwardly so.
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